
Getting to Bonn 

OUO will need to raise a significant funds to enable this trip and all of 
its benefits to be achieved. We would like to thank you for considering 
making a donation towards our project. If you would like to donate, 
please visit the link in the QR code at the bottom of this page. If you 
would like to sponsor the trip please get in touch with Poppy Miller 
(poppy.miller@ccc.ox.ac.uk).  

…the OUO demonstrated an impressive solidarity and skill…the orchestra 
 played with fiery potency… 

…imperceptibly and inevitably the audience was reeled in… 

…remarkable for blazing brass effects, wind solos… and thrilling string playing… 

I am so impressed. I think this is the first time that Soma city is filled with such 
 an enthusiasm. 

It is without doubt that OUO has high music excellency, but not only that, they 
 are really kind and friendly. I learned a lot from them. 

www.ouo.oums.org 
fb.com/oxforduniversityorchestra 

Please e-mail ouotickets@oums.org if you would like to be 
added to our mailing list to stay up-to-date with our 

concerts and projects. 
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Visiting Bonn and surrounding areas to represent the UK at the 

Beethoven International Youth Exchange Festival and              
engage with local groups to demonstrate the benefits of music. 



Young musicians from all over the 
world have been invited to celebrate 
at the Beethoven International Youth 
Exchange Festival. We will 
participate in performances and joint 
concerts aimed to bring young people 
together and promote international 
understanding. There will be 
opportunities to share, learn and 
build lasting friendships with other 
student orchestras. 

OUO is the University’s premier student 
ensemble and its instrumentalists are 
selected from the very best the University 
has to offer. It has provided decades of 
top-class opportunities to players at 
Oxford University, impressing audiences 
from the Oxford area and beyond. We 
have recently undertaken a charity tour 
to Japan and regularly undertake 
ambitious and entertaining programmes 
in Oxford’s Sheldonian Theatre. In 
Japan we engaged with children affected 
by the devastating 2011 tsunami and this 
has driven us to be involved with more 
community projects. 

MIGRApolis is an organization in 
Bonn running training, seminars and 
workshops to help migrants adapt to 
life in Germany. Many of these Bonn 
residents came as forced migrants or 
asylum seekers. OUO will collaborate 
with their musicians in an intercultural 
music project. This project seeks to go 
beyond music programming ‘for’ or 
‘on behalf’ of these marginalised 
populations; instead, the OUO will 
partner with these musicians as equals 
in the creation of new art. Frequent 
exchanges between musicians of both 
organisations will result in the creation 
of a dynamic, intercultural piece to be 
played by the combined ensemble. The 
combined group hopes to foster an 
appreciation of musicians and musical 
traditions from around the world. 

The twinning link between the cities 
allows us to have connections in local 
schools such as Bonns Fünfte. The 
school has a music programme that 
focusses on fun; encourages beginners to 
work together; and practice regularly. 
Bonns Fünfte is a school in the 
developing phase in which students learn 
together regardless their religion, 
nationality, talent and challenges. They 
are part of the countrywide programme 
“schools without racism”. Social 
awareness and responsibility in a society 
are the core aims of this programme. We 
hope to use our visit to highlight the 
benefits of music and inspire the 
children who are part of this exciting 
project.  

 Why Bonn? 

Bonn is a hub of culture in Europe as the birthplace of 
Beethoven; the home of the European Music Council; home to 
multiple professional orchestras; and hosts of music festivals in 
multiple genres. As Oxford is twinned with Bonn, OUO has 
been invited to be the UK representatives at the BTHVN2020 

festival to mark the 250th anniversary of the birth of the most frequently 
performed classical composer. This twinning link is especially important as it 
was one of the first official Anglo-German links to be formally established after 
the war.  

Dame Elizabeth Maconchy  

As well as celebrating the works of Beethoven each 
participating orchestra has been asked to perform a piece 
from their home country in the festival concerts. OUO 
have chosen to perform Maconchy’s Proud Thames 
Overture. Dame Elizabeth Maconchy was an Honorary 
Fellow of St Hilda’s College and is considered to be one of the finest composers 
from the British Isles. She composed in a time in which opportunities for 
young avant garde and female composers were limited. We very much look 
forward to showcasing the work of a female, British composer who might be 
less well-known internationally.  

 John Warner 

OUO’s guest conductor for the tour will be St Peter’s 
College and OUO alumnus John Warner. He is 
Founder and Artistic Director of the Orchestra for the 
Earth, and Chief Conductor of the Central London 
Orchestra.  He performs regularly across the UK and 
Europe with his Orchestra for the Earth in a series of 
concerts aimed at engaging new audiences with climate 

change and the natural world, including at the UK Houses of Parliament.  


